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At the request of the authors, the Editor-in-Chief and

Publisher of Neuropsychiatric Disease and Treatment

wish to retract the published article.

Concerns were raised to the Editor regarding the data and

results reported in the article. The Reading the Mind in the

Eyes Test (RMET) mean score reported in healthy controls

and the PTSD group was 31 and 24, respectively. It was

noted that while a mean score of 31 was exceptionally

high for the 36-item version of the RMET, it was unbelie-

vably high for the 32-item Turkish version the authors

reportedly used for their study.

The authors also reported a similarly large effect for the

Hinting task with means of 16.5 and 25.8 for the patient

and healthy control group, respectively. Given the Hinting

task has a score range of 0 (min) to 20 (max), a mean score

of 25.8 for the healthy control group was not possible.

Following an internal investigation, the authors found

some RMET values were higher than expected. Four sub-

jects scores were recorded as 33 and 34, one subject had a

score of 35 and two subjects had scores of 36. Since the

authors used the 32-item Turkish version of the RMET,

scores above 32 were not possible. Searching through the

hard copy reports it was found the values for these subjects

had been mistakenly entered into the SPSS file and they

should have been 23, 24, 25 and 26.

The Hinting Task database also showed two Hinting

task values of 202 and 29 had been wrongly entered.

The wrong entry had been noticed by a statistician and

the mean score had been corrected accordingly, how-

ever, the wrong table was included in the submitted

manuscript.

The Editor determined the results and findings of the

article were no longer valid and advised a retraction as

the only course of action, to which the authors also agreed.

The authors wish to apologise for this error.

Our decision-making was informed by our policy on pub-

lishing ethics and integrity and the COPE guidelines on

retraction.

The retracted article will remain online to maintain the

scholarly record, but it will be digitally watermarked on

each page as “Retracted”.
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