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Dear editor
We are writing to you regarding the recent publication in Clinical Ophthalmology titled “Personality Traits Associated 
with Treatment Choice with an Explicit Statistical Prediction After an Explanation in a Negative Context: A Study in 
Patients with Glaucoma” by Kodaka et al. The study presented in this article provides valuable insight into the 
relationship between personality traits and treatment choice in glaucoma patients. The findings regarding the influence 
of framing effects on decision-making, as well as the relationship between personality traits and treatment certainty, are 
particularly interesting. The authors’ exploration of the impact of positively and negatively framed explanations on 
patient decisions, as well as the role of conscientiousness and neuroticism in treatment choice, adds significant value to 
the field of ophthalmology.1

However, we would like to raise a few points for consideration. This study has some weaknesses that need to be 
noted. First, the relatively small sample size and the study being conducted in only one hospital may limit the 
generalizability of the findings. Further research with a larger and more diverse patient population is needed to validate 
the results. Also, the use of questionnaires to evaluate patients’ personality may have limitations in portraying 
a comprehensive picture of personality. Furthermore, this study did not consider other factors that might influence 
treatment decisions, such as social, economic or cultural factors. Lastly, this study did not provide in-depth insight into 
the psychological mechanisms behind therapeutic decision-making, which could be an interesting research area to 
explore further.

To improve the quality of this study, recommendations for improvement may include several things. First, an increase 
in sample size and inclusion of patients from different hospitals or locations is needed to expand the generalizability of 
the findings.2 In addition, the use of questionnaires to evaluate personality can be expanded by considering more 
comprehensive and valid personality assessment methods. Future research could also expand the scope to include social, 
economic and cultural factors that may influence treatment decisions. In addition, further in-depth research into the 
psychological mechanisms behind therapeutic decision-making may provide greater insight. Cross-disciplinary colla-
boration between ophthalmology and psychology may also provide a more comprehensive perspective.3 Thus, future 
research is expected to provide a better understanding of the factors that influence the treatment decisions of patients with 
glaucoma.

We believe that this study has the potential to stimulate further research in this area and contribute to the development 
of a more patient-centered approach to treatment decision-making in glaucoma and other eye conditions.

Clinical Ophthalmology 2023:17 3785–3786                                                                  3785
© 2023 Ngadino et al. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/terms. 
php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution – Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing the 

work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. For 
permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

Clinical Ophthalmology                                                                        Dovepress
open access to scientific and medical research

Open Access Full Text Article

Received: 4 December 2023
Accepted: 7 December 2023
Published: 9 December 2023

C
lin

ic
al

 O
ph

th
al

m
ol

og
y 

do
w

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 h
ttp

s:
//w

w
w

.d
ov

ep
re

ss
.c

om
/

F
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

 o
nl

y.

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3936-1893
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2519-4572
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com


Disclosure
The authors report no conflicts of interest in this communication.

References
1. Kodaka F, Noro T, Kishimoto N, et al. Personality traits associated with treatment choice with an explicit statistical prediction after an explanation in 

a negative context: a study in patients with glaucoma. Clin Ophthalmol. 2023;17:3685–3691. doi:10.2147/OPTH.S435706
2. Armijo-Olivo S, Stiles CR, Hagen NA, Biondo PD, Cummings GG. Assessment of study quality for systematic reviews: a comparison of the 

cochrane collaboration risk of bias tool and the effective public health practice project quality assessment tool: methodological research. J Eval Clin 
Pract. 2012;18(1):12–18. doi:10.1111/j.1365-2753.2010.01516.x

3. Nembhard IM, Edmondson AC. Making it safe: the effects of leader inclusiveness and professional status on psychological safety and improvement 
efforts in health care teams. J Organ Behav Int J Ind Occup Organ Psychol Behav. 2006;27(7):941–966.

Dove Medical Press encourages responsible, free and frank academic debate. The contentTxt of the Clinical Ophthalmology ‘letters to the editor’ section does not necessarily represent 
the views of Dove Medical Press, its officers, agents, employees, related entities or the Clinical Ophthalmology editors. While all reasonable steps have been taken to confirm the 
contentTxt of each letter, Dove Medical Press accepts no liability in respect of the contentTxt of any letter, nor is it responsible for the contentTxt and accuracy of any letter to the editor.  

Clinical Ophthalmology                                                                                                                    Dovepress 

Publish your work in this journal 
Clinical Ophthalmology is an international, peer-reviewed journal covering all subspecialties within ophthalmology. Key topics include: Optometry; 
Visual science; Pharmacology and drug therapy in eye diseases; Basic Sciences; Primary and Secondary eye care; Patient Safety and Quality of Care 
Improvements. This journal is indexed on PubMed Central and CAS, and is the official journal of The Society of Clinical Ophthalmology (SCO). The 
manuscript management system is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit http://www. 
dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/clinical-ophthalmology-journal

DovePress                                                                                                                               Clinical Ophthalmology 2023:17 3786

https://doi.org/10.2147/OPTH.S453206

Ngadino et al                                                                                                                                                         Dovepress

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://doi.org/10.2147/OPTH.S435706
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2753.2010.01516.x
https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
https://www.facebook.com/DoveMedicalPress/
https://twitter.com/dovepress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dove-medical-press
https://www.youtube.com/user/dovepress
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com

	Dear editor
	Disclosure

