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Supplementary Table 1. Search Strategy 

Search # Search terms Records identified 

1 

'acceptability'/exp OR acceptability OR 'palatability'/exp 

OR palatability OR swallow* OR 'appearance'/exp OR 

appearance OR 'taste'/exp OR taste OR 'odor'/exp OR 

odor OR 'color'/exp OR color OR 'mouth feel' OR 

mouthfeel OR 'shape'/exp OR shape OR 'coating'/exp OR 

coating'' 

1,214,316 

2 

tablet*:ti' OR 'solid oral' OR 'oral solid' OR 'solid dosage' 

OR 'tablet formulation' OR 'tablet'/exp OR 'drug capsule' 

OR 'oral formulation*' OR pill:ti OR pills:ti 

86,573 

3 #1 AND #2 9965 

4 preference* OR acceptab* OR acceptance 668,561 

5 #3 AND #4 1493 

6 

#5 AND (2013:py OR 2014:py OR 2015:py OR 2016:py 

OR 2017:py OR 2018:py OR 2019:py OR 2020:py OR 

2021:py OR 2022:py OR 2023:py) 

944 

7 

preferenc*:ti OR acceptability:ti OR adherence:ti OR 

palatability:ti OR swallowability:ti OR oral:ti OR solid:ti 

OR excipient*:ti 

508,476 

8 #6 AND #7 311 

9 
#8 NOT ('animal experiment'/de OR 'animal model'/de 

OR 'animal tissue'/de OR dogs OR cats) 
301 

Notes: Embase search conducted on May 12, 2023. 
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Supplementary Table 2. Search Term Keywords 

Drug Product 

• Acceptability

• Appearance

• Coating1

• Color/colour2

• Feel

• Mouth feel

• Odor/odour

• Palatability

• Shape1

• Swallowability

• Taste

Preference AND 

• Drug AND shape

• Drug AND size

• Drug AND tablet

• Drug AND capsule

• AND excipient

Oral solid AND 

• Acceptance

• Adherence

• Excipient3

• Formulation
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Supplementary Table 3. Disease Classification Among Included Studies 

First author 

(year study 

published) 

Healthy 
Life-threatening Non-life-threatening 

Symptomatic Asymptomatic Symptomatic Asymptomatic 

n (%) 13 (68) 9 (47) 0 10 (53) 2 (11) 

Almukainzi 

(2021)4 
✓

Barenie 

(2020)5 
✓ ✓ ✓

Bracken 

(2020)6 
✓ ✓ ✓

Bracken 

(2022)7 
✓ ✓ ✓

Fastø 

(2019)8 
✓ ✓

Goyanes 

(2017)9 
✓

Hofmanová 

(2019)10 
✓

Hofmanová 

(2020)11 
✓

Hummler 

(2023)12 
✓

Kabeya 

(2021)13 
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Kurczewska-

Michalak 

(2020)14 

✓

Liu 

(2016)15 
✓ ✓

MacKenzie-

Smith 

(2018)16 

✓

Osborn 

(2019)17 
✓

Ranmal 

(2013)18 
✓ ✓ ✓

Shariff 

(2020)19 
✓

Vallet 

(2020)20 
✓ ✓

Venables 

(2015)21 
✓ ✓

Wargenau 

(2022)22 
✓
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