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Dear editor

I read, with interest, the article by Moshirfar et al' examining the shift in eye
banking models that is occurring in our country. While the authors maintain that
their purpose is to provide a fact-based, non-biased exposition of the current issues,
they fall regrettably short of this goal. Of the 11 paragraphs in this paper, 6 are
dedicated to outlining the advantages and contributions of the SightLife/
CorneaGen, while the criticisms of this new paradigm are skimmed over with
mere lip service to the critics. If the authors had truly desired to provide
a balanced picture, they would have written a paper that more fully outlines the
objections to and concerns over the mixing of non-profit and for-profit
organizations.’

There is no mention of the World Health Organization Principles of
Transplantation or the Barcelona Principles for Eye Banking, which have been
endorsed by every major eye bank organization in the world including the EBAA,
neither of which support a “for profit” model.

In eye banking, change is both inevitable and critical. There is no doubt that the
industry has the wherewithal to facilitate true progress. However, we need to be
clear about the role of for-profit institutions and their role in providing the gift of
sight. Moshirfar et al do not provide us with a balanced picture, a most unfortunate
analysis, clearly not free of bias.
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